Brighton High School
AP Music Theory & Music Theory
Syllabus

Ms. Mortensen
801-826-5919

mikala.mortensen@canyonsdistrict.org
Objective: 
This class is designed to prepare the student for College-level Theory.  The pacing and sequencing of the class is very similar to what you would see in that level of class and covers what is normally taught and learned in the first Semester of Music Theory 1.  

You can expect to have homework every night.  It is typically not a heavy workload of take-home material but the only way to improve quickly is constant repetition, not unlike practicing an instrument or voice.  
Websites:  www.teoria.com (a free online tutorial site)

      www.musictheory.net (a free online tutorial site)
www.musescore.org (a free notation program, very similar to Finale, download the program to your computer)

                    www.noteflight.com  (an online notation program) 

Grading:   Tests/Major Projects 60%


       Daily Assignments/Homework/Quizzes 40%


Supplies:  
-Binder with at least ½” rings

-Pencil, NOT a pen

-Blank staff paper (available in bound form or free to print from the internet)

-Computer Access is recommended (please see Ms. Mortensen if you don’t)
Late Work:  **Late assignments will only receive 60% credit and must be completed no later than one week before the end of the term.  
Tardies:  See Campus Policy
Office Hours:  Due to before and after school band rehearsals, please schedule a time with me if you need help.

Nondiscrimination & Accessibility Statement: The Brighton Instrumental Music Program does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, age, status as a disabled individual, sexual orientation, gender identity/expression, or genetic information in treatment, admission to ensembles, or access to activities. Discrimination of any kind on part of the students or volunteers in UNACCEPTABLE!
Additionally, The Brighton Instrumental Music Program endeavors to provide reasonable accommodations and to ensure equal access to qualified persons with disabilities.  Please contact Ms. Mortensen and Brighton administration if accommodations are needed. 

	Timeline
	Unit
	Objectives
	Additional Assessments and Projects

	Week 1 and 2
	Chapter 1-Elements of Pitch
	Major Scales, Minor Scales, Key Signatures, Scale Degree Names, Intervals
	Chapter Test

	Week 3 and 4
	Chapter 2- Elements of Rhythm
	Duration, Tempo, Beat, Compound Meter, Simple Meter
	Chapter Test

	Week 5 and 6
	Chapter 3 and 4 Introduction to Triads, 7th Chords, Diatonic Chords
	Construction and identification of major, minor, augmented, and diminished triads and 7th chords, Inversions, Inversion symbols, Figured bass
	Students will be able to find major, minor, augmented, and diminished chords in every key.

Chapter Test

	Week 7
	Chapter 5-Principles of Voice Leading
	Melodic line, Notating and voicing chords, Harmonic motion
	Create a 16 bar melody.

Chapter Test

	Week 8 and 9
	Chapter 6-      Root Position Part Writing
	Repeated roots, Roots a 4th and 5th apart, 3rd and 6th apart, 2nd and 7th apart, Instrumental range and transposition.
	Chapter Test

	Week 10
	Chapter 7- Harmonic Progression
	Circle of 5ths, Sequence, Harmonize a melody.
	Create a harmonization to the melody written in week 7.

Chapter Test

	Week 11 and 12
	Chapter 8-    Triads in 1st inversion
	Bass arpeggio, Substitute '6' chords, Parallel '6' chords, Part writing in 1st inversion, Counterpoint
	Chapter Test

	Week 13 and 14
	Chapter 9-    Triads in 2nd inversion
	Bass arpeggio, Melodic Bass, Cadential, Passing, and Pedal 6/4 chords, Part writing for 6/4 chords
	Chapter Test

	Week 15 and 16
	Chapter 10-Cadences, Phrases, Periods
	Motives, Phrases, Form, Cadences, Harmonic Rhythm
	Chapter Test

	Week 17 and 18
	Trimester Review
	Chapters 1 through 10
	Trimester Exam

	Week 19 and 20
	Chapter 11 and 12-Non-Chord Tones
	Passing, Neighbor, Suspension, Retardation, Appogiatura, Escape, Anticipation, Changing, Figured Bass, Lead Sheet Symbols, Embellishing a melody.
	Chapter Test

	Week 21
	Chapter 13-Dominant 7th Chord
	Voice leading, Resolution, Approach, Inversions
	Chapter Test

	Week 22
	Chapter 14-        II7 and VII7 Chords
	Function in major and minor keys
	Chapter Test

	Week 23
	Chapter 15-     IV7, VI7, I7, III7
	Other diatonic 7th chords and the Circle of 5ths
	Chapter Test

	Week 24 and 25
	Chapter 16 and 17-Secondary Dominant, Secondary Leading Tone
	Construction and identification of secondary dominant and secondary leading tone chords.
	Chapter Test

	Week 26 and 27
	Chapter 18 and 19-Diatonic Modulations and Other Modulatory Techniques
	Key change, Tonicization, Key Relationships, Analysis, Altered Chords, Sequential, Monophonic and Direct Modulation, Modulation by common tone
	Chapter Test

	Week 28
	Chapter 20-Form
	Binary, Ternary, Rounded Binary, Strophic
	Chapter Test

	Week 29
	Chapter 21-Mode Mixture
	Borrowed Chords, Flat 6 scale degree, Modulation
	Chapter Test

	Week 30
	Chapter 28-Introduction to 20th Century Practices
	Parallelism, Pandiatonicism, Serialism, Set Theory, 12 tone technique, Aleatory, Electronic
	Chapter Test

	Week 31 and 32
	AP Practice Exam
	AP Practice Exams
	TBA – May take place the week prior to Spring Break

	Week 33
	
	Analysis of harmony and form.
	

	Week 34-36
	Final Project(Exam)
	Melody, Rhythm, Harmonization, Arranging, Performance

BHS AP MUSIC THEORY DISCLOSURE AGREEEMENT
This handbook & agreement form serves as the disclosure document for the AP Theory class in the BHS Instrumental Music Program. Its purpose is to help parents and students understand the expectations for the class. 

Student:

I have received/viewed online a copy of the Brighton High School Music Theory Syllabus .  I have read and reviewed all of the policies and I know that by signing this form I have agreed to uphold these policies

Print Name:_______________________________________ Date:________________

Signature:___________________________________Period:_________

Parent/Guardian:

I have received/viewed online a copy of the Brighton High School Music Theory Syllabus.  I have read and reviewed all of the policies.  I understand the expectations that are to be upheld for my student. 
.

Print Name:_______________________________________ Date________________

Parent Signature:_______________________________________


	


72-75% C


70-71% C- 


66-69% D+ 


62-65% D 


60-61% D- 


59% and below F








Grading Scale:


94-100% A 


90-93% A- 


86-89% B+


 82-85% B 


80-81% B- 


76-79% C+














